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Who could do such a thing? Certainly not someone like Devon Davenport - a straight-A

student-athlete with everything going for her. But in a moment of denial, desperation, and sheer

panic, she did something that most people couldn't even imagine. And now Devon is being charged

with attempted murder. In a skillfully crafted story, Amy Efaw takes readers through the days leading

up to - and after - Devon's crime, painting an unexpected picture of a truly empathetic character

caught up in an unimaginable situation. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of

this title.
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Amy Efaw's book After is thought provoking tale of innocent teenage sex spiraling into a tragedy

with a complicated outcome. Devon Davenport is a teenager "on track" to being a sucessful adult.

She has managed to self motivate and excel at sports and school despite absent parents. Her life is

going well until she makes a stupid decision and has unprotected sex. Despite her obvious

pregnancy symptoms, Devon retreats into an unimaginable denial and avoids the reality of her

pregnancy. Devon denies being pregnant until she gives birth in her apartment bathroom and, in a

hazy moment of horror and panic, throws her newborn in a dumpster. Instead of expounding on the

horror of the topic, Efaw carefully explores the psychological aspects that lead up to the event. She

allows the reader to make their own decision about Devon as a human being. Surprisingly, it is hard

not to feel compassionate for Devon even though she has committed such a despicable act. Efaw



expertly walks the reader through the legal and moral ramifications of Devons actions. As Devon is

subjected to the harsh reality of the juvenile court system and the possibility of life imprisonment, the

reader is able to watch her come to terms with her actions and beliefs. After is well written and

captivating. I would recommend this to young adults and parents of young adults.

An infant left in the trash to die. A teenage mother who never knew she was pregnant . . .Before

That Morning, these were the words most often used to describe straight-A student and star soccer

player Devon Davenport: responsible, hardworking, mature. But all that changes when the police

find Devon home sick from school as they investigate the case of an abandoned baby. Soon the

connection is made--Devon has just given birth; the baby in the trash is hers. After That Morning,

there's only one way to define Devon: attempted murderer.We've all heard the story before, or

something similar; a child left to die in a dumpster, a child left in a public bathroom...news stories

that shock us, leaving us to wonder what the world has come to.What we don't usually hear about is

the story of the would-be mother, the girl who left the baby behind. We all have our own ideas,

based on our own experiences about who this ruthless woman could be and what would motivate

her to commit such a heinous act. What do you think?Once you've read this book I'm betting you

might just change your mind. As an educated mother of two teenage daughters, I even surprised

myself at some of the preconceived notions I had about these desperate girls.The author does a

great job of tackling this controversial topic in a sensitive yet honest way. This book will definitely

resonate with teen girls who, for the most part, can only imagine the horror of finding themselves in

a similar situation.Believe it or not the books main character Devon, is very easy to relate to. She

deals with issues that a multitude of teens face and like many, she has no real support system. My

heart broke for Devon in her many struggles as she faces the repercussions of her

actions...especially when what exactly happened isn't real clear to Devon herself.This cautionary

tale is appropriate for any teen reader and will definitely leave a lasting impression. Devon's journey

to the realization of what happened and how she'll deal with it will leave readers asking questions

they probably hadn't thought of and could lead to some great discussions on the topic.

Devon Davenport is the perfect student, teammate, and daughter. Responsible, talented, and

hard-working, she has a bright future ahead of her, and is determined to not be like her mother, who

gave birth to her at age sixteen. Because of these reasons, it's unbelievably hard for her family and

friends to accept that she was pregnant, and didn't even know it, and that when she gave birth, she

left her baby in the trash to die. But Devon did...and now the question is, is she guilty of attempted



murder?After is a heartbreaking novel that is simultaneously hard to read and intensely compelling.

The book starts out briskly and suddenly, offering an unflinching look at Devon's situation and

mental state as she is discovered, and then shuffled through the legal system, is assigned a lawyer,

experiences juvenile hall, and is forced to appear in court. Accompanying her is a wide array of

conflicting and complicated emotions, from shock to fear to indignation as Devon is forced to face

the facts by her pushy and passionate lawyer, a believer in "tough love". Efaw's writing is detailed

and precise, and her prose haunting and throughout Devon's tumultuous journey, she carefully

reveals to readers Devon's past and the situations that led to her deeply ingrained denial, until

readers can't help but feel deep sympathy for her, even as they face their own doubts and question

Devon's behavior. Skillfully written and highly affecting, After is an emotional rollercoaster of a novel

that explores the complexity of human nature and is sure to leave a mark on readers.Cover

Comments: I like this cover, it is simple yet striking, and it also very subtle--I was halfway through

the novel before I realized the difference in the reflection. I think it is very fitting for the

topic--carefuly neautral, but eye catching as well.
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